[Acute-on-chronic liver failure - new Definition of a complex clinical picture].
Acute-on-chronic liver failure (ACLF) is characterized by a sudden onset of decompensation in patients with preexisting liver disease followed by subsequent organ failure and high short-term mortality. ACLF is extremely heterogeneous in terms of predisposing stage of liver disease, precipitating events, and the course of organ failure and has been defined differently by different medical associations in the East and in the West. A recent consensus working definition is the basis for further research in order to understand underlying pathophysiological mechanisms, to establish diagnostic and prognostic biomarkers, and to implement risk-adapted treatment strategies.